P.H S. Music Department

Concert Choir

Grade 9-12                  Mrs. Gwynne Sousa

Course Requirements & Class Expectations
Concert Choir is a college prep level 1 course designed to teach the fundamentals of group vocal technique. Students will master the content of the course through extensive listening, singing, and performing.  Successful completion of the course will result in students’ ability to sing and perform on stage with confidence; sing with improved proper singing posture, intonation, breath support, and blend; identify, understand, and respond to musical symbols, terms, and conducting gestures appropriately.  Students will acquire age appropriate music skills related to choral and vocal performance and apply these skills to concert repertoire. Please check the music department web site often for updates on events, field trip forms, and festival information. This site is constantly being updated and is the “go to” place for information about all PHS performing activities.

http://www.pembrokemusic.org.

Concert Choir is a performance-based class and evening concert participation is mandatory.  Please mark the following dates on the family calendar that are required as part of this course:
1. Caroling on the Town Green, Dec. 4
Report time for students is 3:30 PM
2. PHS Winter Concert I, December 15
Report time for students is 6:00 PM
3. All-Choral Night,  March 16 , 2011 

Report time for students is 5:45 PM
4. PHS Spring Concert I, May 11

Report time for students is 6:00 PM

Required Concert Dress:
For each concert, the appropriate concert attire consisting of a conservative long-sleeved white shirt and black dress pants or skirt, and low-heeled black dress shoes is required.

Grades in the course include participation during daily rehearsals, individual singing assessments, concerts, and written work on musical terms and symbols.

All singers are expected to have their choir folder of music (provided) and a pencil at every class meeting.  Being unprepared for class will result in losing credit for that day.  In the event that you are ill and cannot sing, you will be required to complete a written rehearsal observation form that will be turned in at the end of the class.  This is your participation grade in lieu of singing.

Daily Rehearsal Assessment ……………………………………………………………….70%
Class participation and the overall attitude and effort of your work each day count as a large part of your grade.   Please refer to the grading rubric which outlines the criteria for the daily rehearsal grade. It is through the daily rehearsals that you will master the course content.
Individual Singing Assessment…………………………………………………..………….30%

As outlined on the attached rubric, once a term, you will be required to sing alone for the teacher a choir selection learned in class, to be assessed on your vocal and musical progress in the course.

Concert attendance ……………………………………………………………………..20 points
Failure to attend a mandatory concert will result in a 20 point reduction in your grade average.
Midyear and Final Exams
The required midyear and final exams will consist of both a singing assessment and a written assessment of the students’ grasp of musical terms, symbols, and score reading.

As per PHS policy, each exam carries a weight of 10% of the semester 1 and 2 grades.  These exams have no bearing on the term grades.

The following is expected during our class time

· Courtesy and respect to yourself, others and the teacher

· Be on time to class and always have your choir folder and pencil

· Show consistent progress in your singing

· Demonstrate excellent daily rehearsal etiquette

· Maintain quiet when other sections are singing or learning their part

Concerts:  You are expected to make all three choir performances.

Work is not an excused absence from a concert.  You are given the schedule of events well enough in advance to so that arrangements can be made wherever your work.  Your grade will drop 20 points for missing the winter, spring, or All-Choral night concert.  A phone call home from Mrs. Sousa will accompany these actions.  We always want to sound our best as an ensemble and your voice is vital to our success.

Private Voice Lessons

For those students who desire further study, private voice lessons are offered right at the high school after school by outstanding faculty.  Private lesson information and registration forms can be found on the music department web site:  

http://www.pembrokemusic.org.
