P.H S. Music Department

Honors Chamber Singers
Grade 10-12                  Mrs. Gwynne Sousa

Course Requirements & Class Expectations
Chamber Singers is an honors course for vocalists of advance skill and high motivation.  Students will be given the opportunity to master vocal skills and increase their musical understanding by means of rigorous daily rehearsals, daily individual practice, and public performance.  This course will provide opportunity for singers to realize high levels of personal achievement, be a part of an ensemble of exceptional musical quality, and reach high group performance standards.  Students will be given the opportunity to work towards auditioning for District, SEMSBA, and All-State music festivals.  Please check the music department web site often for updates on events, field trip forms, and festival information. This site is constantly being updated and is the “go to” place for information about all PHS performing activities.
http://www.pembrokemusic.org.
Chamber Singers is a performance-based class and evening concert participation is mandatory. This honors course performs very regularly at community events and our performing schedule is extensive.    Please mark the following 9 dates on the family calendar that are required as part of the grade for this course:
1. Veteran’s Day Service, November 11
Report time for students is 10:20 AM
2. Caroling on the Town Green, Dec. 4
Report time for students is 3:30 PM
3. PHS Winter Concert,
December 15

Report time for students is 6:00 PM
4. PHS Winter Concert,
December 16

Report time for students is 6:00 PM
5. All-Choral Night,  March 16 , 2011 

Report time for students is 5:45 PM
6. Solo & Ensemble Concert, April 7

Report time for students is 6:00 PM

7. PHS Spring Concert,
May 11

Report time for students is 6:00 PM

8. PHS Spring Concert,
May 12

Report time for students is 6:00 PM

9. PHS Graduation, June 4


Report time for students is 9:00 AM

Required Concert Attire:
Women:  A formal, floor length gown modest in appearance.   

Men:  Black suit or black tux, tux shirt (provided), black bow tie (provided), black socks, black dress shoes.
Your grades in the course include participation during daily rehearsals, individual singing assessments,  practice, concerts,  sight-singing skills, and written work. 
All singers are expected to have their choir folder of music (provided) and a pencil at every class meeting.  Being unprepared for class will result in losing credit for that day.  In the event that you are ill and cannot sing, you will be required to complete a written rehearsal observation form that will be turned in at the end of the class.  This is your participation grade in lieu of singing.

Daily Rehearsal Assessment ……………………………………………………………….60%
Class participation and the overall attitude and effort of your work each day count as a large part of your grade.   Please refer to the grading rubric which outlines the criteria for the daily rehearsal grade. It is through the daily rehearsals that you will master the course content.
Individual Singing Assessment…………………………………………………..………….30%

Once a term, you will be required to sing alone for the teacher a choir selection or sight-singing example learned in class, to be assessed on your vocal and musical progress in the course.

Individual practice and preparation …………………………………………………..…..10%
Students will be given regular assignments in their choir music to prepare and practice at home.

Concert attendance ……………………………………………………………………..20 points
Failure to attend a mandatory concert will result in a 20 point reduction in your grade average.

As you receive the performance schedule for the entire year in August, no absence will be excused due to poor planning on your part.  Think in advance and notify necessary people that you have a commitment on the dates listed above!
Midyear and Final Exams
The required midyear and final exams will consist of both a singing assessment and a written assessment of the students’ grasp of musical terms, symbols, and score reading.

As per PHS policy, each exam carries a weight of 10% of the semester 1 and 2 grades.  These exams have no bearing on the term grades but are calculated into the yearly grade in the course.
The following is expected during our class time

· Courtesy and respect to yourself, others and the teacher

· Be on time to class and always have your choir folder and pencil

· Show consistent progress in your singing

· Demonstrate excellent daily rehearsal etiquette and effort
· Maintain quiet when other sections are singing or learning their part

Concerts:  You are required to make all the choir performances.

Work is not an excused absence from a concert.  You are given the schedule of events well enough in advance to so that arrangements can be made wherever your work.  Your grade will drop 20 points for missing a concert.  A phone call home from Mrs. Sousa will accompany these actions.  We always want to sound our best as an ensemble and your voice is vital to our success.

Plan ahead and be organized!  This an invaluable trait for life, learn it now!!

Sr. SEMSBA, Sr. District, and All-State Music Festivals and voice lessons
Outside of the choir class, there are additional opportunities for the motivated singer.

Sr. SEMSBA, Sr. District, and MA All-State are music festivals for which students audition to be selected to participate in.   These are highly competitive festivals which offer an intense musical experience for the best singers from all the high schools on the South Shore.  

Both festivals require one audition day and the festival is held about 2 months later.  Students are required to prepare the required audition song, scales, and sight reading.  Mrs. Sousa offers audition and festival preparation during class so that all students have an equal opportunity to prepare.  It is highly recommended that students working at this level are taking private voice lessons as you are competing with other students from other schools who do.   Voice lessons are offered right at the high school by outstanding faculty.  Private lesson information and registration forms can be found on the music department web site:  http://www.pembrokemusic.org.

For more information, please contact Mrs. Sousa. Or visit the music department web site:

http://www.pembrokemusic.org/
Please do not hesitate to call me if you have additional questions or concerns as the year progresses.  I look forward to a very exciting year and some wonderful music making!

With Regards,

Gwynne Sousa

